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tives Drew Dziedzic, 
Marcus Lasky and 
Keenan Collins reflect 
on their administration 
in their last letter-to-
the-editor.
Staff  Writer Alex 
Spindler reflects on the 
career of  actor Mickey 
Rooney, who died at 93 
on April 6.
“Avenue Q” shocks and delights audiences
Xavier University Theatre’s 
spring musical “Avenue Q” pro-
vides a hilarious two-hour look 
into the lives of  puppets and hu-
mans exploring the post-college 
world. 
The musical centers around 
Princeton, played by Patrick 
Phillips, and his new life after 
graduation living on Avenue Q — 
a less-than-ideal street for a bright-
faced, eager young puppet out to 
find his purpose. The story fol-
lows other characters that live on 
Avenue Q, including Princeton’s 
romantic interest Kate Monster, 
played by Maya Farhat. 
Both Phillips and Farhat are 
perfect in their roles, never failing 
to bring both energy and come-
dic timing to their every moment 
on stage. Phillips truly becomes 
his puppet alter ego, incorporat-
ing tremendous enthusiasm and 
great physicality into his puppet. 
Farhat’s Kate Monster is likeable, 
sweet and funny, with vocal talent 
that is truly Broadway-worthy. 
The humor goes beyond the 
leads, however. Alex Spindler and 
Nick Sherman as the quarrelling 
roommates Nicky and Rod make 
for a hysterical comedic duo. Rod, 
a sometimes grumpy and closeted 
gay puppet, often finds himself  
struggling to tolerate the fun-lov-
ing, often invasive Nicky.
Spindler’s rendition of  “If  
You Were Gay” is flawless and 
comical, while Sherman’s “My 
Girlfriend Who Lives in Canada” 
is so great it is sometimes hard to 
hear the humorous lyrics over the 
audience’s laughter.
The show also features supple-
mentary puppets, including Trekki 
Monster (Griff  Bludworth) and 
the Bad Girl and Boy Bears (Ellen 
Godbey and Ryan O’Toole), that 
add great moments to the show. 
Trekki Monster’s appearance in 
“The Internet is for Porn” is ir-
reverent in all the right ways. 
However, you might not want to 
watch that song, nor “You Can 
Be as Loud as the Hell You Want 
(When You’re Makin’ Love),” if  
you’re sitting next to your parents. 
Warning: puppet “nudity” is also a 
player in this show.
All puppet-toting actors should 
be commended for their impres-
sive work. Their work is so believ-
able and authentic that the audi-
ence may sometimes forget that 
there is a real person operating 
them. 
But the actors sans-puppet 
are also great. Hannah Sheppard 
as Gary Coleman (yes, that Gary 
Coleman) and Lydia Reagan as 
Christmas Eve perform their in-
tentionally stereotypical roles 
with great comedic timing and 
maturity. 
The technical aspects of  the 
show also add to the comedy. 
Dave Zlatic’s set design includes a 
series of  opening windows that al-
low puppets to humorously pop in 
and out of  view in “The Internet 
is for Porn.” The set also includes 
projector images that supple-
ment the dialogue and action of  
the show. Though there were a 
few technical and vocal snafus on 
opening night, the cast and crew 
handled minor issues with poise.
Though a comedy on the sur-
face, “Avenue Q” provides com-
mentary about issues of  race, 
sexuality and other social issues. 
Though the songs “Everyone’s 
A Little Bit Racist” and 
“Schadenfreude” are toe-tapping, 
they reveal a darkly humorous 
truth about human nature.
“Avenue Q” is a must-see musi-
cal theater performance. Even for 
a person unfamiliar with musical 
theater, this “Sesame Street” remi-
niscent parody will leave the audi-
ence laughing for hours after the 
final bow. The final three perfor-
mances will be at 7:30 p.m. from 
April 10 to 12 in the Gallagher 
Student Center Theatre.
Xavier’s “Avenue Q” debuted April 4.  Left to right: Patrick Phillips (Princeton), 
Hannah Sheppard (Gary Coleman) and Maya Farhat (Kate Monster).
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Xavier’s Community Building 
Institute (CBI) along with 
Recreational Sports will be host-
ing a Community Welcoming 
event from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
April 12 at the basketball courts.  
The event is being held to help 
the neighboring communities in-
terested in using the courts to 
effectively transition to the new 
fence layout.
“It’s really just to introduce 
people to the new process and the 
new system,” CBI Director Liz 
Blume said in an interview.  “We’re 
going to have representatives from 
the men’s and women’s basketball 
team (present) along with Brad 
Redford, and we have invited our 
neighbors — Avondale, Evanston 
and Walnut Hills — to join us.”
CBI has used signs surround-
ing the courts at local recreational 
centers and neighborhood school, 
among other locations to publi-
cize the event.
“We really wanted to invite our 
neighbors from around,” Blume 
said, “so we let all the local schools 
know.  We have relationships with 
the Avondale Comprehensive 
Development Corporation, the 
rec centers and the Boys and Girls 
Clubs as well.”
So far CBI is unsure of  how 
the community has responded to 
the fence’s activation on April 1, 
but those in charge of  the fence 
plan to monitor the popularity of  
the community’s swipe cards.  
If  numbers are lower than 
expected, CBI will make further 
efforts to publicize how the com-
munity can use the courts.
 Blume did make reference to 
some conversations that were held 
between CBI and the local com-
munities before the fence was 
constructed.
“When we had the conversa-
tion in the community early on 
people were supportive,” Blume 
said.  “They said as long as they 
were open and people could get 
a swipe card we’re good… They 
also (requested) an event as well.”
For the CBI, the event’s main 
goal is to help community mem-
bers feel more welcome to the 
new basketball court’s design.
“There’s been all sorts of  dis-
cussion and controversy about 
the fences,” Blume said, “and we 
wanted to make the community 
know they were still welcome…
By JuStIN  WORthING
Staff  Writer
and invited at the courts.  We want 
to make sure people know that the 
courts are open to the public and 
open to community use.”
Swipe card request forms will 
be available at the event.  For 
more information, visit CBI’s 
website at http://www.xavier.
edu/communitybuilding.
Following a change in the access policy to the outdoor basketball courts, the 
Community Building Insitiute will be hosting a community event.
Newswire photo by Mac Schroeder 
Xavier to host communuity event on 
basketball court access and usage
Long-time English 
professor (and former 
Newswire Editor-in-
Chief) Dr. John Getz 
retires after this semes-
ter. Editor-in-Chief  
Sabrina Brown spoke 
with him about his time 
at Xavier.












The 11th annual Relay For Life 
event united the Xavier communi-
ty in the fight against cancer, rais-
ing a total of  $24,888 from 201 
student, staff, faculty and alumni 
participants.
Twenty-six teams worked 
tirelessly to raise money for the 
American Cancer Society.
Xavier’s donation will go to-
ward cancer research and other 
services provided for cancer pa-
tients and their families.
The event was one of  many 
sponsored by Colleges Against 
Cancer, an organization that 
works with the American Cancer 
Society to encourage colleges 
and universities to join the fight 
against cancer.
The event, which took place 
on April 4, brought the Xavier 
community together to celebrate 
the lives of  those affected by the 
diseases, both of  those who have 
won and lost battles with cancer. 
The luminary ceremony pro-
vided a setting where students 
who have been affected by cancer 
could support and encourage each 
other.
It honored those who lost lives 
and provided the Xavier commu-
nity with a place to work through 
grief  and find hope. 
The event also included a 
“Fight Back Ceremony,” where 
participants expressed their emo-
tional commitment to battling the 
disease and saving lives.
This was the 11th year that 
Relay For Life has taken place on 
Xavier’s campus.
Despite being held inside the 
Gallagher Student Center due to 
rainy weather, organizers thought 
that the event was still a huge 
success.
“I was incredibly happy with 







of  Colleges Against Cancer, said.
Burgei also applauded mem-
bers of  the College Against 
Cancer committee who “kept the 
spirit and energy alive” for the du-
ration of  the event.
Relay For Life helps make the 
mission of  the American Cancer 
Society possible. 
It unites Americans in working 
toward a “world with less cancer 
and more birthdays.”
For more information on the 
American Cancer Society, Xavier’s 
Relay For Life event, or how to 
get involved visit www.relayforlife.
org/xu.
For the first time, a Service of  
Remembrance is being held to 
provide the campus body with the 
opportunity to pray and reflect on 
lives lost during the course of  the 
last year. 
The CFJ and Student 
Government Association will host 
this service at 4 p.m. on April 9 in 
Bellarmine Chapel.  
This event comes in the wake 
of  two losses in the Xavier com-
munity, Dr. Chris Manolis and Dr. 
Phil Glasgow, both of  the Williams 
College of  Business, who passed 
away this past winter. 
Because of  these recent deaths 
in the community, the service 
comes at a vital time.
“Our gaze will soon shift for-
ward to the summer, when new 
chapters will begin to unfold for 
each of  us as another academic 
year concludes,” Center for Faith 
and Justice (CFJ) Director Greg 
Carpinello said. 
“But the months of  April and 
May also invite us to look back-
wards, to reflect on the year that 
has been, to notice our growth, to 
remember the events that shaped 
us and to celebrate our accom-
plishments individually and col-
lectively. The experience of  loss 
is one to which we can all relate,” 
Carpinello said.
The service will not be a 
Catholic mass but rather a ser-
vice that honors the diversity on 
campus to ensure everyone feels 
An innovative nursing care co-
ordinator program has recently 
been added to Xavier’s expanding 
list of  academic programs. 
At the start of  the Spring 2014 
semester, the Xavier Leadership 
Center, the Xavier Nursing 
Program and Catholic Health 
Partners teamed up to create the 
new Nurse Care Coordinator pro-
gram on campus.
This program will be the first 
of  its kind in the region and is one 
of  the first in the country. 
The development of  the care 
coordinator program was a re-
sponse to a national trend in the 
healthcare system that has shifted 
to patient-centered care and the 
improvement of  communication 
within the healthcare delivery 
system. 
“A care coordinator is at the 
core of  the communication be-
tween the specialists and makes 
sure the patient’s care is holistically 
being administered,” Director of  
Xavier’s School of  Nursing Susan 
Schmidt said. “The typical nurse 
in a hospital is more task-oriented 
and does not do risk management, 
as well as work across systems.”
The program was developed 
when Lynne McCabe, director of  
Community Care Coordination 
Programs for Catholic Health 
Partners, contacted Xavier and 
asked to start a certificate pro-
gram for her nursing staff. 
Catholic Health Partners, 
Ohio’s largest healthcare organi-
zation, is a mission-driven non-
profit. With the recent changes to 
the healthcare system, the organi-
zation had been looking to form a 
program to train its nurses as care 
coordinators and found Xavier to 
be the most beneficial option. 
The nursing school compiled 
the curriculum, and Catholic 
Health Partners, which requested 
the partnership, is the financial 
provider. 
“It’s cutting edge in terms of  
providing the best health care 
preparation for nurse coordina-
tors who will strive to improve 
patient satisfaction, to improve 
patient outcome and reduce per 
capita cost of  healthcare delivery 
services,” Schmidt said. 
The care coordinator training 
and certificate program is includ-
ed in Xavier’s graduate program.  
Students who wish to partici-
pate will receive the care coordi-
nator certificate as well as three 
graduate school credits. 
welcome. 
The service will include music, 
spiritual readings, a reflection giv-
en by Lea Minniti from the Center 
for International Education and a 
remembrance ritual in honor of  
those our community lost in the 
course of  the year.
During the service, attendees 
will be given the chance to give 
the names of  those they lost so 
that they can be read. Students are 
welcome to attend, and those who 
knew Dr. Manolis or Dr. Glasgow 
or lost someone personally are en-
couraged to come.
Many students have been heav-
ily involved in planning the Service 
of  Remembrance. Some will also 
be serving as readers during the 
service.
Newswire photo by Mac Schroeder
Students will gather in Bellarmine Chapel to remember and honor the lives lost over the course of the last year.
Service remembers lost lives 
Xavier creates new program 
for nurse care coordinating
Xavier community hosts Relay For 
Life fundraiser for cancer research
- Paid Advertisement - 
Xavier students celebrated cancer survivors and their familes at the 11th 
annual Relay For Life event held in Gallagher Student Center on April 4.
Newswire photo by Adam  Spegele
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Xavier kicks off Golden Rule Week 
BY GINA CARFAGNO 
Sta.ff W titer 
On April 7, the Center 
for Interfaith Community 
Engagement kicked off Golden 
Rule Week. 
This tradition originated in 
2009 and was created by Rabbi 
Abie Ingber to show the com-
monality between different faiths. 
For the first time, Golden Rule 
Week will include several campus-
wide activities. 
The campus will be decorated 
with 60 yard signs and 10 hanging 
signs that represent the 10 faith 
traditions that include a form of 
the Golden Rule in their religion. 
"Most of the religious teach-
ings, which have informed our 
students, faculty and staff, have 
been taught in a religious vacu-
um," Ingber said. 
"Many members of our com-
munity would be surprised to 
learn that the 'Golden Rule' or its 
equivalent, is present in other faith 
traditions," Ingber said. "Golden 
Rule Week allows us to take the 
beauty in our young people and 
build harmony in our house and 
peace in the world." 
Newswire photo by Meredith Francis 
Cheyenne Elder Dennis Limberhand helped to construct an authentic tipi on Tuesday afternoon on the Xavier Yard. 
The campus-wide events be-
gan on April 7 with the oppor-
tunity for students to build a tipi 
with a Cheyenne Elder, Dennis 
Limberhand, from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Limberhand led a discussion 
after the building of the tipi on 
the Xavier Yard. 
The next big event will be the 
regional premiere of the movie 
"True Gunner" and a discussion 
with the filmmaker and World War 
II veterans. This will take place at 
7 p.m. on April 9 in Bellarmine 
Chapel. 
Free Hug Day ends the of-
ficial Golden Rule Week and 
will allow students to go down-
town to Fountain Square to give 
and receive hugs from people in 
Cincinnati. To attend this event, 
students will take the Metro from 
the stop by Smith Hall and will go 





Home in Norwood 
Pool Table, Great front porch, NEW windows, NEW 
Furnace, plus more. 
Very short walk to campus 
Unexpectedly available for 2014-15. 
Willing to deal for right group of 4-6 students 
If Interested: 
Contact: Mike Flynn@ (513)-604-7152 
Two Bedroom Apartment next to XU Health 
Center 
Live at the station without paying Station pricing. 
Renovated units in secured building 
Must see 
Landlord pays heat, water, sewage and trash. 
$415 /student/ month. 
If Interested: 
Contact: Mike Flynn (513)-604-7152. 
Homes Available for Rent for 2014-2015 School 
Year 
2,3,4 and 5 Bedroom homes 
Clean full sized bedrooms 
Laundry 
Full equipped kitchens 
Off street parking 
2 blocks or less than 3 minutes walking distance to 
campus 
If Interested Contact: 
Doug Spitz at (513)-616-3798 or doug.spitz@cbws.com 
to Fountain Square from 11 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. 
All students are welcomed 
and encouraged to attend these 
events. There will also be a col-
laborative event on April 14 with 
the Art Department during which 
students can create alfombras (the 
Spanish word for rug), which is a 
Central American Catholic Easter 
tradition. 
''A week where our Xavier 
students build an authentic tipi 
April 1, 2:44 p.m. - Two 
juveniles playing in Cintas 
Center were advised to stay 
out of the building. 
April 1, 4:29 p.m. -
Someone reported damage 
to a university vehicle parked 
in the Flynn Hall Lot. 
April 2, 2:20 p.m. - A 
student reported being ha-
rassed by an acquaintance. 
A No Contact Order was 
issued. 
April 3, 5:15 p.m. -
Xavier Police assisted 
Residence Life with a room 
search in Husman Hall. A 
small amount of drug para-
phernalia and fictitious IDs 
were confiscated. 
April 4, 1:15 a.m. - A 
student observed smok-
ing marijuana on the cor-
ner of Victory Parkway and 
Ledgewood Avenue was cit-
ed for drug abuse. 
for the first time in their lives, eat 
fry bread for the first time ever, 
share a word of appreciation with 
veterans from World War II and 
give and receive hugs from people 
throughout Greater Cincinnati is 
a recipe for a great week," Ingber 
said. 
''We hope that this extensive 
offering will capture the creative 
imagination of our campus and 
will elevate our lives and our con-
versations," Ingber said. 
POLICE 
NOTES 
April 4, 5:21 a.m. -Xavier 
Police investigated a report 
of three students arguing 
in front of Metro Scooter 
on Montgomery Road. The 
students were separated and 
sent on their way. 
April 4, 5:13 p.m. - A 
student reported damage 
to his or her car parked in 
the Commons Lot over the 
weekend. Residence Life was 
notified. 
April 5, 11:18 p.m. -
Xavier Police, Cincinnati Fire 
NOTE OF THE 
WEEK 
Well, that didn't take 
long. 
April 1, 3:03 p.m. -
Xavier Police advised ap-
proximately seven subjects 
playing on the outdoor bas-
ketball courts without access 
cards to leave the area. 








and Rescue and Residence 
Life responded to a fire 
alarm. An investigation re-
vealed that white smoke 
coming from a room activat-
ed the alarm. The room was 
ventilated and the system was 
reset. 
April 6, 4:06 p.m. - Four 
non-students without access 
cards were observed climb-
ing over the fence surround-
ing the outdoor basketball 
courts. They were advised to 
follow the correct procedure 
in the future. 
April 6, 6:33 p.m. - A 
non-student who became 
belligerent at the outdoor 
basketball courts and refused 
to leave the area was issued 
a criminal trespass warning 
and sent on his or her way. 
April 7, 1:32 a.m. -
Xavier Police and Residence 
Life investigated a report of 
two students fighting in a 
residence hall. Further assis-
tance was declined. 
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Few faults as XU tennis notches weekend wins
lauren J. young
Staff  Writer
The Xavier men’s tennis team 
obtained two victories last week 
and suffered one loss which 
brought it to 11-10 for the season 
overall. The women’s team fol-
lowed suit by dropping one match 
and winning the next while on the 
road. 
The men’s team hosted Wright 
State April 2 and finished the 
match 7-0 over the Raiders. Seniors 
Jimmy Roebker and Mesa Mei 
both earned victories in singles. 
Roebker was up 4-2 in the first set 
when his opponent Hayden Joblin 
retired from the match due to an 
injury. 
Mei defeated his competi-
tor, Michal Lyzwa 6-1, 6-3. Mei’s 
personal record improved to 
13-6. Junior singles player Freddy 
Abunku also secured a win over 
WSU’s James Trevino, 6-4, 6-3. 
Sophomores Zack Mueck and 
Adam Krull grabbed wins as well 
at 6-1, 6-2 and 7-5, 6-0 respec-
tively. Freshman Jeremy Schneider 
defeated Kirill Kultinov in straight 
sets, 6-1, 6-1. 
In doubles play, the Muskies 
continued to dominate. Krull 
and Schneider defeated Mason 
Bourbon and Kultinov 8-2, Mei 
and Roebker took down Lyzwa 
and Joblin and freshman Matt 
Bishop and Mueck defied Aaron 
Madaris and Trevino 8-1.
April 4, the men’s team trav-
eled to Washington, D.C. to visit 
Big East opponent Georgetown. 
The Muskies finished 5-2, with 
Mei earning his 14th win of  the 
season over GU’s Daniel Khanin, 
6-0, 6-3. 
Roebker followed with a win 
over Shane Korber in three sets 
(4-6, 6-3, 10-7). 
Mueck obtained his 12th win 
of  the season by defeating Alex 
Tropiano in a two set tiebreaker 
6-3, 7-6(3). Schneider was victori-
ous as well with an impressive win 
over GU’s Jordan Portner, 6-2, 
6-1.
In doubles, Mei and Roebker 
teamed up and defeated Casey 
Distaso and Khanin 8-5. 
Bishop and Mueck followed 
suit beating Jack Murphy and 
Portner 8-2. 
April 5, the Muskies traveled to 
Baltimore for a match against the 
University of  Maryland Baltimore 
County. 
Mei started strong with a 6-2, 
6-2 win over UMBC’s Melker 
Svard, improving his personal re-
cord to 15-6. Krull grabbed the 
second win for XU after defeat-
ing Daniel Gray 6-2, 6-4. Mueck 
grabbed the last win for Xavier, 
beating UMBC’s Elliot Loubatie 
2-6, 7-6(5), 6-1.
The rest of  the match was 
not as successful with Roebker, 
Schneider and Bishop falling 
short. 
“We did not win enough of  the 
big points, but some o f  the credit 
has to go to UMBC. Our focus 
is to continue to get better so we 
can play our best tennis down the 
stretch and at the Big East tourna-
ment,” head coach Eric Toth said.
The men’s record is now 11-
10.
The Xavier women’s tennis team 
traveled to Washington, D.C. April 
4 to take on George Washington. 
The Colonials prevailed with a 4-3 
win. Junior Daniella Patton de-
feated GW’s Isabella Escobar 6-4, 
6-2. Freshman Cristina DiLorenzo 
grabbed a win as well, defeating 
Taylor Nederlander 6-2, 2-6, 6-2. 
Patton and DiLorenzo were also 
successful in doubles play, beating 
Grace Egger and Lana Robins, se-
curing a 3-0 lead over GW.
Unfortunately, the Colonials 
won the following four singles 
matches, taking the win out of  the 
Xavier Musketeer reach. 
April 5, the Musketeers 
bounced back and took down 
UMBC 7-0. Freshman Sydney 
Liggins lead the way, winning her 
match over Kim Berghaus 6-4, 
6-2. DiLorenzo followed suit in a 
tough, three set win over Mariami 
Dolashivili 4-6, 6-1, 6-0. 
Sophomore Alex Brinker con-
tinued the trend defeating her op-
ponent Madlena Kurasz 7-5, 7-5. 
Junior Lizzie Oosterbaan,  senior 
Andrea Wolf  and Patton closed 
out singles play with victories 
over Cleary (6-0, 7-6(6)), Adriana 
Aldunate (6-0, 6-0) and Isabel 
Aldunate (6-3, 7-5), respectively. 
“Our girls did a really great 
job in some tricky conditions to 
respond from yesterday’s loss 
(against George Washington),” 
Toth said.
 The women’s record has im-
proved to 14-5 overall, 1-1 in the 
Big East.
Next, the men’s team will trav-
el to Indianapolis to visit Butler 
on April 11 and the women will 
head to Dayton for a match 
against Wright State for April 9. 
The women’s team will also host 
Creighton on April 11 in another 
Big East match up. 
Fresh and relaxed from a 
long winter break, the Cleveland 
Indians have resumed play as they 
look to build off  the heartbreak-
ing climax to their very exciting 
2013 campaign. 
The red-hot Indians were 
bounced out of  the playoffs 
by Tampa Bay in the American 
League’s sole Wild Card Game 
with a score of  4-1, putting an 
end to what was an unexpected 
21-6  September, 
highlighted by 
finishing the 






the Tribe, as 
their only big 
signing came in 
former Texas 
Ranger outfielder David Murphy 
to a two-year, $12 million deal 
and St. Louis Cardinals relief  
pitcher John Axford, who re-
ceived a $4.5 million dollar deal 
primarily for this season. 
Consequently, standout start-
ing pitchers Ubaldo Jimenez, 
(now at Baltimore), and Scott 
Kazmir (Oakland) found new 
homes in free agency — a me-
diocre effort after signing Nick 
Swisher and Michael Bourn the 
year before. Ace starting pitcher 
Justin Masterson also never re-
ceived a much deserved contract 
extension. 
However, this season brings 
hope in other ways that should 
excite all Cleveland fans. 
Carlos Santana made the 
move from catcher to third base 
in hopes of  providing additional 
production at the plate and solidi-
fing the position that has been a 
revolving door since the late 90s. 
This switch also means more 
playing time behind the plate for 
Yan Gomes, a fan favorite. 
In what seems to be the theme 
for anyone not named Masterson 
early in 2014, Gomes signed a six 
year $23 million extension the 
same day the Indians opened their 
season with a 2-0 victory over the 
Oakland Athletics. 
Only four days later, the club 
also inked all-star second baseman 
Jason Kipnis to a deal that will pay 
him $52.5 million over the next six 
season and the possibility for the 
2020 season. 
The extension frenzy began in 
February while the Tribe extended 
outfielder Michael Brantley’s con-
tract for four more years at a total 
price of  $25 million with an $11 
million option for Brantley to re-
turn in 2018 per the front office’s 
decision. 
In the first series of  the year 
Cleveland impressed in Oakland 
by beating the A’s in two out of  
three games; leaving the defend-
ing AL West champs off  to a slow 
start.
April 1 fooled anyone trying 
to see the teams’ second game as 
Mother Nature forced an April 2 
doubleheader. 
After Scott Kazmir shut out 
his former team for the majority 
of  game one, Brantley earned his 
new contract in the ninth inning 
of  game two with a two-run single 
for the lead, redeeming himself  
for a dropped ball earlier in the 
game.
When finished with the west 
coast, the Indians returned to 
the shores of  Lake Erie for their 
first series in front of  Cleveland 
faithful against the 
Minnesota Twins. 
The home open-
er went just as 
planned, slugging 
away the Twins 
7-2. 
Nick Swisher led 
the team with three 
RBIs while Brantley 
also contributed a 
pair.
Conversely, the 
remaining two games of  the series 
were a different story, losing both 
of  the weekend’s games by scores 
of  3-7 and 7-10. 
As the Padres series ensues, 
there are a few players in particu-
lar to watch. Will Kipnis, Brantley 
and Gomes continue to earn their 
new contracts? 
Will Michael Bourn and Nick 
Swisher prove that they are worth 
every penny received from last 
year’s signings? 
Most importantly, which 
Asdrubal Cabrera will be playing 
this season: the 2011 Asdrubal 
who hit .273 with 25 homers to 
take ownership from the con-
stantly injured Grady Sizemore, or 
the one that crumbled without the 
nightly weight on his shoulder? 
It’s Tribe Time, Cleveland.
Sports Opinion: Tribe Time in Ohio
The Xavier men’s baseball team 
traveled to Maryland this past 
weekend to compete in its first 
Big East series in the program’s 
history. The Musketeers finished 
the series off  in grand fashion, 
sweeping the Georgetown Hoyas 
in three games. The series victory 
moves the Musketeers’ record to 
16-13 on the season and 3-0 in 
conference play. 
In the final game on April 6, 
Xavier defeated the Hoyas 11-6 
behind four RBIs from junior Joe 
Forney. Forney collected three hits 
in five plate appearances and also 
scored a run. The Musketeers got 
on the board first behind an RBI 
single from senior Bo Slemons, 
but the Hoyas knotted things up 
with a run in the bottom half  of  
the first. 
With the score even for the next 
four innings, Xavier finally busted 
open the game, plating four runs 
in the sixth. The Musketeers were 
the benefactors of  a few errors by 
the Georgetown defense. Despite 
a comeback attempt by the Hoyas, 
the Musketeers were able to close 
the game in the final two innings, 
posting three runs each inning to 
extend their lead. 
Senior Pitcher Vinny Nittoli 
earned the quality start on the 
day, going six innings while giv-
ing up only three runs, two of  
which were earned. Nittoli struck 
out eight batters while surrender-
ing six hits. Junior reliever Sean 
Campbell entered in the seventh 
inning and picked up his first win 
on the season. 
The victory came two days 
after the Musketeers started the 
series off  with a 15-6 win. On 
Saturday, Xavier bested the Hoyas 
8-2 behind a five run eighth in-
ning. After falling behind 1-0 in 
the first inning, the Musketeers 
used a two run second inning to 
gain the lead for good. 
Senior Scott Klever picked 
up his fourth victory of  the sea-
son, pitching six and two-thirds 
innings while only surrendering 
two earned runs. Freshman Brad 
Kirschner came in to the game 
and notched the final seven outs 
to secure the win. Head coach 
Scott Googins was impressed with 
his team’s performance. 
“It’s a great start to the Big East 
season, but one weekend doesn’t 
make a season. We have to con-
tinue to get better,” Googins said. 
The team took part in the Joe 
Nuxhall classic Apil 8 and April 
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Senior Andrea Wolf went 1-1 in two 
singles matches for Xavier tennis.
Senior Jimmy Roebker went 2-1 in 
singles in three matches for Xavier.
Newswire photo by Andrew Matsushita
The Musketeer baseball team swept Georgtown, winning all three games.
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The Xavier Newswire is published weekly throughout the school 
year, except during vacations and final exams, by the students of  
Xavier University, 3800 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH 45207-
2129.
The Staff  Editorial is written jointly each week by the Editor-
in-Chief, the Managing Editor and the Opinions & Editorials 
Editor. Editorials are written in hopes of  reflecting the opinions 
of  the staff  as a whole, but do not necessarily do so.
The statements and opinions of  a columnist do not necessarily 
reflect those of  editors or general staff. 
The statements and opinions of  the Xavier Newswire are not 
necessarily those of  the student body, faculty or administration of  
Xavier University.   
Xavier University is an academic community committed to 
equal opportunity for all persons.
The Xavier Newswire has a commitment 
to publishing opposing viewpoints and 
opinions in hopes of  fostering dialogue 
on campus that includes students, faculty 
and staff. The Newswire accepts Letters to 
the Editor on a weekly basis. Comments 
can be submitted online during the week. 
Please contact us if  you have opinions and 
wish to write on a regular basis or a sense 




Write to us: 
For your information:
April 9, 2014
Quite frankly, my experience at Xavier University 
as an African-American male was unexpected.
A few semesters ago, my frustrations with igno-
rant Xavier students intensified when I experienced 
it firsthand. While working on an academic paper 
in front of  the Gallagher Student Center Welcome 
Desk, I overheard a student worker say “nigger” with 
such confidence that I had to make 
sure that my loss of  sleep wasn’t 
getting the best of  me. Immediately, 
a friend of  mine jumped up and be-
gan to express his disappointment 
with the situation.
Now, you might say that the stu-
dent worker is “racist,” but let’s not 
jump the gun here. I have found it 
to be interesting that many students 
cannot say that they have been 
around an African American person 
(or any minorities at all) for most of  
their lives. It’s hard for someone to 
know appropriate conversation if  
their only interaction with minori-
ties is through the media.
It doesn’t surprise me when 
people clutch their purses or lock 
their car when I walk by or ask me if  I go to Xavier, 
but does it matter? 
Yes, it really does, and it results in that ironic mo-
ment when ignorance isn’t bliss. 
My solution to this ignorance? Do your best to 
learn about people who are different from you.
Without this practice, I wouldn’t know how tasty 
a concha (a sweet bread from Mexico) can be. 
I wouldn’t know that “breaking bread” had such a 
literal meaning at Shabbat dinners. 
I wouldn’t know that jerk chicken isn’t that bad.
That being said, let’s not allow our humanness to 
serve as an excuse for mistakes. At the end of  the day, 
a stereotype only exists because, as humans, we love 
to be comfortable.
It is impossible for us to bear the fruits of  peace 
and love tomorrow if  we don’t plant the seeds of  
courage and curiosity today. American journalist 
Dorothy Thompson once said that “only when we 
are no longer afraid do we begin to 
live.” 
I have witnessed this many times 
at Xavier: students are reluctant to 
engage with different people because 
of  fear. We are the future, and you’ll 
never know until you try.
Now, you may ask what happened 
to the student worker from earlier. 
My friend and I met with her super-
visor and we pleaded that we did not 
want her to be terminated, but we 
did want her to know the power of  
words in today’s society. 
Feeling that it was the right thing 
to do, I approached her a few days 
later and told her that I forgave 
her. Like that, peace was revived 
and ignorance found no purpose 
anymore.
Now, my turkey goetta is waiting for me.
To our fellow students,
We, the 2013-14 SGA Executives, are incredibly 
humbled by the support we have been shown and 
want to say thank you for encouraging us and believ-
ing in us throughout our term. It has been an amaz-
ing journey full of  learning, reflection and unpredict-
able transformation.
We have worked hard during our 
term completing projects, listening 
to our fellow students, advocating 
for a more student-focused univer-
sity, implementing policy changes 
and much more. 
Some of  the main initiatives we 
have completed this year include 
implementing the Xavier Student 
Weekly, helping make study abroad 
more academically and financially 
accessible, introducing 1831 Week, 
starting the university-wide conver-
sations surrounding Metro use and 
student space on campus and much 
more. All of  these project ideas came from you, the 
students, and it is encouraging to see how passionate 
you are about this university.
Though Xavier is imperfect, it is our home. What 
makes Xavier such an amazing place is how our 
community, like one big family, comes together to 
support each other. We ran on the promise to “Build 
a Better Community,” and we believe that we, with 
significant assistance from so many other members 
of  the XU community, have achieved this.
Although our time is done, there are three new 
executives who are willing, able, motivated and quali-
fied to continue building a better Xavier. 
Wholeheartedly, we believe that Colleen Reynolds, 
Shelby Alig and Thomas Edney will do amazing 
things for Xavier, and we urge you to approach them 
with problems, ideas and projects because we know 
they will diligently work with you 
to find an answer. We fully endorse 
them and are excited to see what they 
will accomplish as SGA Executives.
There is still much work to be 
done, and although we have only laid 
a foundation, we are confident that 
SGA, the administration and Xavier 
as a whole are unified in working 
together to build the best Xavier 
possible. Xavier University has be-
come our home, and our proudest 
accomplishment is that we leave our 
positions still in love with this place. 
Xavier will always have a special place 
in our hearts and minds.  
Again, we thank you from the bottom of  our 
hearts for the opportunity and support over our term 
as SGA Executives this past year. Let’s go X!
For the last time,
Drew, Markus and Keenan
Your 2013-14 SGA Executives
Diversity at X: overcoming fear 
and challenging racial stereotypes
Letter to the Editor: DMK
“It is impossible 
for us to bear 
the fruits of  
peace and love 
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Newswire office when it was too 
late to drive home. 
I don’t think there is anyone 
else on this campus that should be 
more thankful for this university 
than me. With the creation of  the 
Department of  Music & Theatre, 
the encouragement of  Stephen 
Skiles, Dr. Merrill and Dave Zlatic 
and the support of  my friends, I’m 
able to leave Xavier with a B.A. in 
Theatre. 
I feel that my four years at 
Xavier are a testament that we 
never know where our lives will 
take us. We can 




antee that it will 
come true. 




“Avenue Q.” I 
tear up every 
time I have to say my last line, 
“Everything in life is only for 
now.” The truth of  the statement 
is so touching to every college 
student. 
I sound like every senior when 
I say that I’m not ready to gradu-
ate. I’m not ready to leave those 
that have done so much for me 
— those that have become some 
of  my best friends — and lose the 
ability to give myself  completely 
to this institution. 
I haven’t seen Dr. Zascavage 
since my first year. If  you do read 
this, Dr. Z, I’m happy to say that I 
found my bliss here at Xavier. 
Thanks everyone for an awe-
some four years. 
Patrick E. Phillips is a gradu-
ating senior from Cincinnati major-
ing in theatre and English. He is the 
Arts & Entertainment Editor of  the 
Newswire.
To conclude this reflection, 
I’ll give a few (hopefully helpful) 
pieces of  advice for the under-
classmen at Xavier. 
First, know that everything will 
work out. Everything is important, 
so take it for what it is and move 
forward in the best way you can 
while being as open as possible. 
Next, be sure to leave time for 
genuine connection with peers, 
faculty and staff, and be sure to 
find time to honestly assess your 
day and reflect on who you are, 
who you are becoming and who 
you want to become. Having only 
a month left, this is the time that I 
want to savor and that I wish I had 
more of  during my time here. 
Finally, follow your passions, 
do the best you can every day to 
trust in yourself  and to be you and 
work hard to be the best you can 
be for other people, and the rest 
will take care of  itself.
I want give a thousand thanks 
(and hugs), over and over, to the 
Xavier community and all of  the 
people who have made my jour-
ney so incredible over these four 
years. I know that a part of  my 
heart will always reside here.
Tim Wilmes is a graduating se-
nior majoring in theology and marketing 
from St. Louis. He is the Sports Editor 
of  the Newswire.




I don’t typically like to talk 
about myself  in public. I like to 
discuss theater things, make “It’s 
Always Sunny in Philadelphia” 
references and act like an idiot re-
gardless if  people are looking or 
not.
However, when it comes to 
talking about my college experi-
ences, I get self-conscious about 
sounding soap-boxy. This is my 
little forewarning when you read 
this editorial, but I mean every 
word I write. 
A lot of  people don’t know 
this about me, 
but I actu-
ally applied to 
transfer halfway 
through my first 
year at Xavier 
University. I 
may lose some 
friends admit-
ting to this, 
but I felt com-
pelled to try 
auditioning for 
the drama program at University 
of  Cincinnati’s          College-
Conservatory of  Music. 
During my first semester, I 
took Human Development and 
Learning from Dr. Zascavage. At 
the time, I was playing Tateh in the 
then solely Music Department’s 
“Ragtime.” After seeing me in the 
show, Dr. Zascavage came up to 
me and simply said, “Follow your 
bliss.”
Soon after, I learned that I had 
not been accepted to University 
of  Cincinnati’s drama program. 
It was the best rejection I ever re-
ceived, because with this rejection 
came the creation and support of  
my Xavier University family.
Every day I get in my car, hate 
on drivers on I-75 and walk into 
Gallagher Student Center, I am so 
grateful for the crazy journey my 
four years at Xavier University has 
been. 
It’s been a journey of  finding 
myself  and trusting that somehow 
this institution would pull through 
for me. 
It’s been made up of  nu-
merous late nights in Gallagher 
Student Center cramming for 
exams and papers with my best 
friends, screaming my head off  
about waffles and milkshakes dur-
ing Manresa and sleeping in the 
“We can try to 
plan our lives 
out step-by-step, 
but there’s no 
guarantee that it 
will come true.” 
Patrick E. Phillips
behind Cintas Center and felt a 
sense of  purpose and peace — I 
was in a new place, and I relished 
the endless possibilities of  my 
new life here. 
Four years later, I still look 
through my window over Cintas, 
excited for the great unknowns 
that wait for me beyond Xavier. 
But this time, I call this place my 
home as I try to soak in all of  
the appreciation that I have for 
the people and events that have 
helped me to grow on my journey 
to become my fullest self.
Looking back on my last 
four years, all I can say is that I 
have been truly blessed. This, of  
course, is not to say that all of  my 
time here has been wonderful, but 
it has been meaningful. And I am 
so much better because of  it. 
Some of  the most formative 
times of  my Xavier career have 
come in sleepless nights, in con-
fronting difficult questions during 
walks around campus or in mean-
ingful conversations with friends. 
I firmly believe that I would not 
have had such a life-bringing four 
years here without the struggle 
that inherently comes throughout 
college. Xavier would not have had 
such a positive impact on me, ei-
ther, without the incredible people 
who make the Xavier community 
so special. And this is why, at the 
end of  it all, I’ll take the lessons 
that I have learned here and the 
relationships that I have formed 
and bring them with me through 
every step of  my life.
It’s incredible, all of  the emo-
tions and frantic thoughts that go 
through a senior’s brain this time 
of  year. 
There’s the “what am I going 
to do with my life” stream of  con-
sciousness that never seems to be 
a concrete thought, but rather a 
constant cloud of  panic that floats 
over our heads. Then there are the 
expressions of  “I can’t believe 
how quickly graduation is com-
ing” and the feeling that maybe 
we blinked too many times and 
missed something on our way to 
independent adulthood. And of  
course, there’s always a moment 
for most seniors when a Dana’s-
induced conversation leads to the 
feeling that we are going to miss 
so many people who have made 
our journey at Xavier so special. 
These are all clichés that still 
somehow resonate with all of  us. 
Still, it’s hard to encapsulate ev-
erything that my experience here 
has taught me and all of  the emo-
tions and thoughts that I’m cur-
rently having about the end of  my 
Xavier career and the life that’s 
ahead of  me. But for now, I am so 
thankful for and so immersed in 
the Xavier community.
I still remember the excitement 
of  driving to Xavier to move into 
Kuhlman on the Thursday before 
Manresa. As soon as I stepped out 
of  the car and was greeted by a 
swarm of  neon shirts, I was over-
whelmed with the joy and energy 
that I had been waiting to feel 
all summer. That night, I looked 
out of  my window over the hills 
The best rejection 
I’ve ever received
Becoming your fullest self
Newswire cartoon by Digba “Digs” Coker
Ref lecting on 
Xavier’s impact
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David Letterman to retire from late night television
Host of the “Late Night Show” says goodbye to television after 40 years
By meredith francis
Campus News Editor
David Letterman, influential 
comedian and long-time host of  
CBS’ “The Late Show,” recently 
announced that he will be retiring 
from his late-night gig sometime 
in 2015.
Letterman, who made the an-
nouncement on his show on April 
3, was sincere and gracious, ac-
knowledging his long-time band 
leader and sidekick Paul Schaffer. 
“What this means now is Paul 
and I can be married,” Letterman 
joked.  
A native of  Indianapolis, 
Ind., Letterman began his ca-
reer as a weatherman on the lo-
cal Indianapolis broadcast station 
WLWI. In 1975, he made the 
move to Los Angeles to pursue 
a career in comedy writing and 
stand-up, often performing late 
night gigs at The Comedy Store, 
a popular comedy club in West 
Hollywood where Johnny Carson 
and Jay Leno also got their starts.
Letterman, who is known for 
his sarcasm and dry wit, caught 
the eye of  the then-host of  “The 
Tonight Show” Carson with his 
stand-up and became a frequent 
guest of  the show, even occas-
sionally filling in for Carson as a 
guest host.
After a brief, unsuccessful 
morning show, NBC offered 
Letterman a permanent spot in 
late night comedy. 
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spot in their 
own 11:35 
time slot, and 
“The Late Show 
with David Letterman” has been 
on ever since. 
“The Tonight Show” instead 
went to Leno, which established 
a tense relationship between the 
two comics. 
For many years, Letterman 
cracked jokes on his show about 
the feud, often impersonating 
Leno himself. 
Letterman’s humor was biting 
following O’Brien’s removal from 
“The Tonight Show” in 2010 after 
only nine months on the air. 
In the last year, particularly 
following Leno’s retirement, 
Letterman has stopped the jabs, 
even complimenting Leno on his 
work in comedy.
Letterman has built a legacy on 
“The Late Show,” continuing his 
daily “Top 10” and other long-
running gags, including “Stupid 
-Paid Advertisement-
Human Tricks,” animal run-ins 
with Jack Hanna and putting a 
pizza and large meatball on top 
of  his Christmas tree during the 
holidays. 
Letterman’s humor has never 
shied away from being political. 
He had particular fun dur-
ing President George W. Bush’s 
time in office, often show-
ing clips of  the 42nd president 
stumbling through a speech in 
what “The Late Show” called 
“Great Moments in Presidential 
Speeches.” Letterman’s humor 
is often biting, intelligent and 
sarcastic.
At this time, it is unclear as to 
whom will replace this staple in 
American late night comedy.
With roughly a year left behind 
the desk, Letterman is sure to 
continue doing what he does best: 
being David Letterman.
David Letterman moved to the Ed Sullivan Theater to premiere as host of “The Late Show with David Letterman” in 1993. 












  Newswire Rating:
“A Delicate Ship” premieres regionally 
Bold performances and intricate staging elevate unoriginal material
Phantogram concert 
proves band’s prowess
Frequently hailed as one 
of  the best up and coming 
bands, Phantogram lived up 
to the hype during its last 
concert.  
This past Sunday, 
New York electronic duo 
Phantogram put on a spec-
tacle at the 20th Century 
Theater.  
The group combined 
both music and visuals to cre-
ate a unique concert experience.
The band opened up with a 
song that cannot be found on 
any of  its albums, simply called 
“Intro.”  
It got the show started off  with 
a big bang, featuring a hypnotic 
guitar riff  from guitarist Josh 
Carter.  
With Sarah Barthel’s vocals 
melting into the music and the 
multicolored strobe lights, the 
concert immediately established 
its multisensory tone.  
The lights were always perfect-
ly synced to the music, heighten-
ing the atmosphere. It was never 
distracting.  
Carter and Barthel are not only 
talented performers but also very 
skilled instrumentalists.  
The songs were often arranged 
a little bit differently from the re-
cordings to make them more suit-
able to a live venue, showcasing 
the band’s chops.  
Carter’s guitar in particular was 
more prominent on a few of  the 
songs.  
Barthel’s vocals were spot on 
throughout the night, and she is 
clearly the better vocalist of  the 
two.  
The focus of  the night was 
never on the individuals, or even 
the band itself.  
Phantogram recognizes that 
the true joy of  a concert is all 
about the music.  
It didn’t sacrifice the music for 
any wacky stage antics, and while 
the couple may have been groov-
ing to the music, they never be-
came distracting.  
Its unique concert and well-
written music showcases exactly 
why Phantogram may be the next 
big thing in music.
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Mickey Rooney passes at age 93
Star of the “Andy Hardy” movies leaves behind long legacy
himself  constantly typecasted for 
his boyish charm, good looks and 
a light, tenor voice. 
Still, Rooney was able to keep 
his name in the limelight and nev-
er faded from the hearts of  mil-
lions who adored his pictures. 
The winner of  Juvenile 
Academy Awards, Golden Globes 
and an Emmy, Rooney sought to 
be as versatile as possible. 
The Cincinnati Playhouse in 
the Park has offered audiences 
the chance to partake in a world 
premiere of  “A Delicate Ship,” 
a memory play that explores the 
complexities of  a love triangle and 
a tangled past that weaves in and 
out of  the events taking place on 
stage.
Award-winning playwright 
Anna Ziegler tells the story 
of  Sarah and Sam, a couple 
wrapped up in their relatively new 
relationship.  
Their first Christmas Eve to-
gether is shaken up by the arrival 
of  Nate, Sarah’s friend and child-
hood neighbor.  
The play is driven by the poetic 
and emotionally charged dialogue 
following Nate’s entry.  
The conversation and the 
events arouse thought-provoking 
topics and touch upon issues such 
as troubling parental relationships, 
the pressures of  societal expecta-
tions that come with age and the 
challenge of  connecting the past 
and the present.
Though the structure of  this 
play lent itself  well to its content, 
the content itself  is not necessar-
ily original or striking.  
However, the fluidity with 
which all the actors moved be-
tween time or memories — of-
ten jumping from present day 
monologues to past events 
acted out on the stage — was 
remarkable.  
Janie Brookshire (Sarah), Ben 
Diskant (Sam) and Karl Miller 
(Nate) created an engaging se-
ries of  relationships and pro-
duced both deeply serious and 
very humorous moments in the 
same scenes without a hiccup.  
Miller’s performance was the 
most dynamic of  the three, while 
Diskant’s stiff, limited range 
of  expression was the weakest. 
Brookshire succeeded in balanc-
ing her character’s passivity with 
deep and raw emotion.  
The physical movement on 
stage kept this one-act play ex-
citing, while credit for the beau-
tiful handling of  the play’s chal-
lenging structure must go to the 
director, Michael Evan Haney, 
who is also co-teaching a direct-
ing class this semester through 
Xavier’s Department of  Theatre.
The play was a poetic and hon-
est story of  three young adults 
and their diminishing innocence.  
Though its content is rather 
unoriginal, the structure and the 
arrangement are truly striking.  
The variation from a strictly 
chronological plotline offers the 
audience a more robust under-
standing of  human memory and 
as well as a fascinating exploration 
into a common experience.
“A Delicate Ship” will run 
at the Playhouse until April 20. 
Tickets can be purchased through 
the Playhouse website, www.cin-
cyplay.com or through the Box 
Office at (513) 421-3888.  Tickets 
range from $30 to $75, and stu-
dent discount tickets are offered 
at $25.
Noted film icon Mickey Rooney 
died of  natural causes at age 93.
One of  the 
last of  his gen-
eration, Rooney 
represented two 
eras of  both si-
lent cinema and 
the Golden Age – 
the 1940s and ‘50s 
Hollywood. 
At just 14 
months old, 
Rooney began ap-
pearing in his par-
ents’ vaudeville act 
to help his strug-
gling family with 
money. 
A natural talent 




sical films and ro-
mances thanks to 
a successful cou-




nated both the hearts and box of-
fice of  a nation immersed in the 
Great Depression with another 
World War looming in the future.  
After appearing in almost 10 
“Andy Hardy” talkies, Rooney 
struggled to find work, finding 
From left to right: Ben Diskant as Sam, Karl Miller as Nate and Janie Brookshire as Sarah in “A Delicate Ship.”
Feeling a need to give back to 
his country, Rooney enlisted in the 
United States Army in 1944 and 
served for almost 21 months. 
After his service, 
Rooney remained 
with the Armed 
Forces and trav-
eled across North 
America and Europe 
to entertain soldiers, 
often in tandem with 
Garland. 
As his repertoire 
of  film and televi-
sion opportunities 
changed throughout 
his whole career, so 
did his love life. 
Equal to the 
troubled romances 
of  Elizabeth Taylor, 
Judy Garland and 
Larry King, Rooney 
married eight times 
throughout his life 
with some of  his 
marriages lasting 100 
days or less. 
His dependence 
on alcohol and strug-
gles to find work late 
in life severely affected 
his mental health and often drove 
him into depression. 
Still, audiences will remember 
Mickey Rooney as a soldier, actor, 
singer and radio personality who 
has forever cemented his place in 
Hollywood history. 
Mickey Rooney starred alongside Judy Garland in films such as “Babes in Arms.”






“Small college. Relatively 
close to home. And I was 
looking for a Catholic school. 
I came here for the reason that 
probably brought in most stu-
dents in those days,” retiring 
Professor of  English Dr. John 
Getz said of  his decision to at-
tend Xavier University in the 
fall of  1963. 
Getz, like many Xavier stu-
dents, found a home for him-
self  here; a home that he has 
come back to again and again. 
Though he left briefly to 
get his Master’s and Doctorate 
degrees in English from the 
University of  Pennsylvania, 
Getz has spent the entirety of  
his teaching career at his alma 
mater. 
“The people (have kept me 
here). It’s been a great place 
to teach because of  the col-
leagues in my department,” 
Getz said. “We had an academ-
ic vice president years ago that 
said the most important thing 
a department does is hire. If  
you hire good faculty, then the 
work you want to do keeps 
going. (Our department) is a 
great group of  people, from 
the most senior members to 
the newest hires.”
Beyond the English depart-
ment, Getz has found the fac-
ulty community at Xavier to be 
an extremely rewarding one. 
“Xavier’s a small enough 
place that you can have con-
versations with, and even 
friendships with, faculty in 
other departments. I’ve taught 
with professors from the the-
ology and philosophy depart-
ments, in part to get a better 
understanding of  the other 
courses our students take. I 
wanted to see, especially in 
the lower-level classes, the 
way other disciplines interact 
with ours (English),” Getz 
said. “Xavier’s so small that I 
see people from other depart-
ments every day; we have 
offices on the same floor. I 
know the university’s other 
programs as well as the 
people in them.”
Working with other de-
partments and the interdis-
ciplinary nature of  Xavier’s 
core curriculum are, for 
Getz, some of  the most in-
tegral portions of  a Xavier 
education. 
Throughout his career, 
Getz has been a strong 
advocate for the Ethics 
Religion, and Society focus 
in Xavier’s Core, serving on 
the faculty panel involved 
in its creation. For Getz, 
the current revision of  the 
Core is no surprise; it’s the 
fourth modification of  
Xavier’s Jesuit values he has 
seen over his career.
“It doesn’t matter so 
much what you call it, as 
long as you know what it 
means. Like anything, edu-
cation is a process. It’s in-
teraction among people, 
so whether you give it a 
Latin term or being ‘men 
and women for others,’ I 
think there is a consistency 
throughout,” Getz said.
Within his own courses, 
Getz has particularly en-
joyed teaching with a focus 
on peace studies. 
“I was part of  the 
Vietnam generation. I didn’t 
go to Vietnam; I wasn’t in 
the Army. But I could have 
been. Easily. I knew people 
who were. I think that period 
forced people to think about 
political issues. The choices I 
made were a commitment to 
work against war and for jus-
tice issues that grew out of  
it,” Getz said. 
“That era changed ev-
erybody who lived in it. 
It caused you to question 
things. You had to come to 
terms with more issues like 
that, so I think that always 
stayed with me. That feeling 
that if  you didn’t like war, 
you should do something 
about it. I marched in some 
demonstrations and wrote 
to my Congressmen, but I 
never felt like I did enough. 
Whatever you did, it was 
never enough.”
In recent years, however, 
Getz has developed an addi-
tional interest in the field of  
American literature: humor. 
After losing his wife to 
cancer, battling the disease 
himself  and remarrying a 
woman also affected by the 
disease, Getz has found that 
humor is the best way to deal 
with loss, pain and human 
suffering. 
“The importance of  hu-
mor has been brought home 
to me in a lot of  personal 
ways. Being in the cancer 
community, you need humor 
as a survival mechanism, as a 
tool,” Getz said. 
 “Cancer on Five Dollars 
a Day (chemo not included),” 
a novel by Robert Schimmel, 
has quickly become one of  
Getz’s favorite books to 
teach. 
“(The first time I taught 
Schimmel’s book) was may-
be the best night of  class 
I’ve ever had. People were 
talking about their experi-
ences, and even those who 
didn’t have a direct experi-
ence said it gave them an 
insight into that world. That 
was a highlight in my ca-
reer,” Getz said.
Getz has found Xavier’s 
students to be one of  the 
most rewarding aspects of  
his job, and one that has re-
mained constant throughout 
his career. 
“I’ve found our students 
over the years to be ex-
tremely teachable. If  you put 
things out there for them to 
do, they will take that jump,” 
Getz said. “For the most 
part, students will give you 
an honest effort. Students 
are eager and willing to give 
you a good run.”
After he retires, Getz 
and his wife plan to travel 
and continue to speak about 
the importance of  humor in 
one’s struggle with cancer, 
an area he plans to continue 
to research in the field of  lit-
erature as well. 
“I could list the books I 
like for four hours,” Getz 
said. “It’s kind of  like ‘thanks 
for letting me borrow these 
books for a while. Hope I 
didn’t break anything. It’s 
been a great ride.”
Though Getz may be 
officially ending his long 
career at Xavier, his legacy 
through both the classes he 
has taught and his connec-
tion with his students will 
remain long after his of-
fice in Hinkle Hall has been 
vacated. 
“I’ve found our students over the years 
to be extremely teachable. If you put 
things out there for them to do, they 
will take that jump.”
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Getz. After 51 years of being part of the Xavier community, Dr. John Getz is officially retiring. The Getz Timeline
 Go to class. Ask for help if you need it. Realize 
your professors are people. If someone is having 
a problem, we will try to work with you. Don't 
just disappear. If you're having trouble adjusting 
to college, struggling with something, what have 
you, seek help. Don't be afraid to ask for help if 
you need it. I could give plenty of study tips, and 
obviously that's important, but I think the emo-





Left Hand of  Darkness, Ursula Le Guin. Beloved, Toni Morrison. The 
poetry of  Walt Whitman. The poetry of  Emily Dickinson. The Hiding 
Place, Corrie ten Boom. The works of  Jhumpa Lahiri. The Things 
They Carried, Tim O’Brien. Short stories by Nathaniel Hawthorne. A 
Chorus of  Stones, Susan Griffin. Go Down Moses, William Faulkner. Moby 
Dick, Herman Melville. The Marrow of  Tradition, Charles W. Chesnutt. 
Walden, Henry David Thoreau. Narrative of  the Life of  Frederick Douglass, 
an American Slave, Frederick Douglass.
Books to borrow for a while...
